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As the war in Ukraine grows, so do concerns in Europe about new tensions in the Western Balkans.
Although the Serbian government did not vote in favour of Russia in the UN Security Council, the
country's tabloid media are positioning themselves against Ukraine and celebrating Putin's conduct
of the war. This is causing concern and unrest in neighbouring countries, especially in Bosnia and
Herzegovina or Kosovo. For the EU, the question of closer rapprochement in the region is coming
more to the fore again. 
The presidential and parliamentary elections in Serbia on 3 April will be an important date for the
future direction of the country. The populist President Aleksandar Vučić, who has been in office
since 2017, wants to run again. A change of power is hardly to be expected, the opposition is weak
and divided. Serbia has been a candidate for EU membership since 2012, and at the same time the
government is seeking foreign policy and economic proximity to Russia and China. The mood among
the population is divided: Some want to move closer to the EU, while others are primarily interested
in the traditional closeness to Russia.

Thursday, March 24, 2022, 6:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.
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